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Autism spectrum disorder (ASD) is a complex developmental disability. Signs usually appear during early childhood and affect a person’s ability to communicate and interact with others. As a “spectrum condition” it affects individuals differently and to varying degrees. 
In 2018, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention issued their ADDM autism prevalence report which concluded that the incidence of autism has risen to 1 in every 59 births in the United States.
The characteristic behaviors of autism spectrum disorder may be apparent in infancy (18 to 24 months), but they usually become clearer during early childhood (24 months to 6 years).
SOME SIGNS TO LOOK FOR IN YOUNG CHILDREN:
· Does not babble or coo by the age of 12 months
· Repetitive use of language and/or motor mannerisms (e.g., hand-flapping, twirling objects)
· Little or no eye contact
· Lack of interest in peer relationships
· Lack of spontaneous or make-believe play
· Loss of any language or social skills at any age
 A person with ASD might demonstrate many of these behaviors or just a few.  Some other behaviors may be present, also. The diagnosis of autism spectrum disorder is based on analysis of all behaviors and their severity.  A child showing these behaviors should be evaluated by a multidisciplinary team. This team might include a developmental pediatrician, neurologist, psychologist, speech/language pathologist, or other professionals who are knowledgeable about autism.
Causes of Autism:  There is no known single cause of autism.  Research suggest that it develops from a combination of genetic and environmental influences. 
Vaccines:  For some the diagnosis of autism corresponds with the timing of their child’s vaccinations.  Scientists have conducted extensive research over the last two decades to determine whether there is any link between childhood vaccinations and autism. The results of this research is clear:  Vaccines do not cause autism.
Treatment:  Autism is treatable. Children do not “outgrow” autism, but studies show that early diagnosis and intervention lead to significantly improved outcomes.  After diagnosis, the first treatment is frequently language therapy.  Other therapies and special education classes may follow.  

